
  TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON 

REGULAR MEETING 

April 20, 2022 

6:00 P.M. 

 

FLAG SALUTE 
Council President Burton led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance, announced that notice 
of the meeting was given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, and followed by 

roll call. 
 

ROLL CALL 

PRESENT     ABSENT  
Donovan Gardner    Elisabeth McCartney 
Paul Detrick 

Jason Allen      
Gaye Burton    
    

Also, present: Mayor David Patriarca, Business Administrator Daniel Hornickel, Solicitor 
Andrew Bayer and Deputy Township Clerk Sunshine Dashiell. 

 

CALL TO ORDER 
Council President Burton called the meeting to order at approximately 6:00 p.m.  

 

CLOSED SESSION 
  124-2022 Authorizes Council to go into Closed Session – Not Adopted 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Council President Burton opened this portion of the meeting for public comments.  

 

Purvis Coley, Browns Mills – 1. Questioned if Ordinance 6-2022 was in full effect. 
Discussed paragraph 5(b) in that ordinance and vehicles being parked in streets and on 
properties and if this happens can he just call the Police. Mr. Hornickel advised anything on 

public streets should be handled by the Police and anything on properties should be addressed 
by Code Enforcement. Mr. Coley stated he thought that Ordinance 9-2022 somehow went 

along with Ordinance 6-2022. Mr. Hornickel advised that it addresses a similar topic, but 
different components of it.  

 
Seeing no other public wishing to be heard, this portion of the meeting was closed to public 
comment.  

   

Consent Agenda: All items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine by the 

Township Council and will be enacted by one motion. Should a Council Member wish to 

discuss a consent agenda item separately, that item can be removed from the consent 

agenda and considered in its normal sequence on the regular agenda. 

 
Mr. Hornickel advised that he had a walk on Resolution 133-2022 which is asking for Council 
to appoint him as the temporary Tax Collector until a new one is hired.  

 
Motion by Allen and Gardner to add Resolution 133-2022 to the Consent Agenda. Allen, yes; 

Gardner, yes; Detrick, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried.  
 
Councilman Allen asked to pull Resolutions 126-2022, 127-2022 and 128-2022. Councilman 

Gardner asked to pull Resolution 120-2022.  

 

*CONSENT AGENDA  

 

*CONSENT AGENDA RESOLUTIONS  
   

  120-2022 Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting.Tabled from April 6, 2022 

Meeting.  

 

  125-2022 Authorizes various routine refunds in the amount of $1,218.00. 

 
  126-2022 Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting. 

 

  127-2022 Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting. 

 

  128-2022 Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting. 

 

129-2022 Accepts a DMHAS Youth Leadership Grant from the Burlington County LACADA 



Program.  

 

130-2022 Authorizes a contract with Yardville Supply Company for Hydrated Lime for the 

Department of Public Works, Sewer Division.  

 

131-2022 Authorizes In-Rem Foreclosures.  

 

132-2022 Authorizes the Municipal Tax Collector to prepare and mail estimated 2022 Tax 

Bills in accordance with P.L.1994, c.72. 

  

NEW BUSINESS 

*a.  Purchases over $6,000.00 

 

1. Public Works – Rebuild Sewer Pump at Pump Station #15 by Municipal Maintenance Co. 

for the total amount of $8,510.00. 

 

2. Public Works – Rebuild Sewer Pump at Pump Station #7 by Municipal Maintenance Co. for 

the total amount of $10,050.00. 

 

3. Public Works – Installation of Electrical Services for new Police Modular Building by DK 

Electric in the total amount of $17,499.00.  

 

b. NJ State Fireman’s Association Membership Application for Jacob R. Meade 

And Nicholas W. Goncalves with the Pemberton Township Volunteer Fire Co. 

 
Motion by Allen and Gardner to approve the Consent Agenda as amended. Allen, yes; 
Gardner, yes; Detrick, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried.  

 

  RESOLUTIONS 

  120-2022 Approves reduction in Building Permit Fees for improvement to 

Deborah Heart and Lung Center.  Tabled from April 6, 2022 Meeting. Pulled from 

the Consent Agenda. 

 

Councilman Gardner advised that he feels that Deborah provides a great service to this  

community. Mr. Hornickel explained that at the last meeting they submitted a Resolution for  
Council to consider reducing the Uniform Construction Code fees for some activities that  

Deborah is planning on its campus. Stated that unfortunately at the time that they had  
proposed that at the last meeting they were working off of erroneous numbers. Advised that a 

contractor that is working with Deborah on the expansion had provided us numbers for the  
entire project and all Deborah was asking for were permits for the 3 story expansion above the  
2 existing floors at the main building. Noted that they sat down with Deborah, their  

Architect, our Construction Official and the Director of Community Development and  
discuss the items. Stated they have now revised the numbers for Council’s consideration.  

Noted that the township would still be getting the full permit fees for electric, plumbing, fire, 
mechanical, elevator and other sub-codes. Stated that the only reduction would be in the line 

for the building fees themselves.  
 
Motion by Gardner and Detrick to approve Resolution 120-2022. Gardner, yes; Detrick, yes;  

Allen, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried.  
 

 126-2022 Accepts the donation of one Labrador Retriever on behalf of the 

Pemberton Township Police Department. Pulled from the Consent Agenda. 

 

Councilman Allen questioned the age of the dog and if Bodhi would be eligible to begin 
operations after his training as he is only 8 months old. Mayor Patriarca advised that by the 

time Bodhi gets into training and then completes training he will be ready for operations. 
Stated that it takes a substantial time to train and he will be over a year old before he 
reaches the street. Noted that there was a delay in him going to class because we missed the 

window while looking for the dog. Stated that this was not a bad thing as it gives time for 
the handler and the dog to bond. Advised that they looked at different breeds and different 

methods of acquiring. Commented that at first they were looking to purchase but the K-9’s 
are expensive starting around $5,000.00 from a supplier. Stated we were lucky to find this 

opportunity through another agency that has a handler that works with rescue animals and 
felt it was much more fitting for us. Advised that this would not be a typical K-9 as this 
dog’s primary function would be search and find narcotics, other items and possibly 

individuals if necessary.  
 

Motion by Allen and Gardner to approve Resolution 126-2022. Allen, yes; Gardner, yes; 
Detrick, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried.  
 

127-2022 Authorizes the award of a contract to Pittsburgh Tank & Tower 
Group for emergency repairs to the New Lisbon Water System in an 



amount not to exceed $13,345.00. Pulled from the Consent Agenda. 

 

Councilman Allen questioned if the leak resulted in any issues for the users. Mr. Hornickel  
advised that they had not had any complaints. Noted that there were about 50 users  

connected to the New Lisbon Water system and they had not heard anything from them or 
the hospital next door.  

 
Motion by Allen and Detrick to approve Resolution 127-2022. Allen, yes; Detrick, yes;  
Gardner, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried.  

 
128-2022 Affirms the Township’s Civil Rights Policy towards its Employees and 

Members of the Public. Pulled from the Consent Agenda. 

 

Councilman Allen advised that there was a similar Resolution that was approved recently and  
questioned if this would be approved annually. Commented that items, 4, 6, 7 and 8 mention  
items that the Mayor has to establish and asked if these items and procedures have already 

been put into place. Mr. Hornickel stated he thought it would be a good thing to do this 
annually to reaffirm our commitment to civil rights in the township. Stated that fortunately  

we do not have a lot of employees complain about those types of topics, but that the few  
times that they have complained they were addressed. Advised that we do have our Policies  

and Procedure Manual which outline how employees can bring these matters to their  
attention. Added that they also impose an obligation on any supervisor who has any 
knowledge of any form of discrimination, to bring it to his attention. Stated that this  

Resolution, should Council approve it, will be posted on our website on the Human  
Resource page for Policies and Procedures. 

 
Motion by Allen and Detrick to approve Resolution 128-2022. Allen, yes; Detrick, yes;  

Gardner, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried.  
  

2022 BUDGET 

 
 Administration Presentation of 2022 Budget to Council.  

 
Mayor Patriarca provided a brief overview of this year projected budget. Commented 

on managing revenues to make this town an affordable place to live. Advised that we 
are the seventeenth lowest town in the State and the second lowest in Burlington 

County for taxes, which is great considering the size of our budget.  
 
Council President Burton thanked the Mayor and asked how often the Police  

Contracts are negotiated. Mr. Hornickel stated that it was every 4 years.  
 

Councilman Allen stated that it was impressive that we have the second lowest tax 
rate in the County and the seventeenth lowest in the State. Mayor Patriarca stated 

that it the lowest taxes not tax rates as there is a difference and explained that the tax 
rate is based on the valuation of your home. Noted that some will argue that their 
home is not worth as much as it would be if it were elsewhere, but that most people 

care more about how much is coming out of their pocket. Added that we are only 
increasing by a half of a penny on a house that is valued at $168,000.00. Commented 

that he read an article advising that we are the most affordable place to live in 
Burlington County. Councilman Allen questioned if there were any lost services or 

lay-offs with this budget. Mayor Patriarca confirmed there were no lay-offs and an 
increase in services in some areas. Councilman Allen reminded all about the 
additional amount of about $7 million dollars the one year that the dams were 

installed in Country Lakes. Mayor Patriarca agreed and stated that through all we 
have not spiked up and have maintained a steady level. Advised that there would be 

another presentation of the budget on Sunday at 2:00 p.m. at the B.M.I.A. building.  
 

Councilman Gardner questioned if the Recreation fees were not doing well because 
of COVID. Mayor Patriarca stated that he is not saying that they are not doing well, 
but they are not doing $600,000 as the slide listed. Commented that the Recreation 

programs have been affected by COVID, but that the program is still very active. 
Noted that they had a tremendous turn out with over 150 people with the Breakfast 

with the Easter Bunny event. Councilman Gardner stated that even though the 
School tax has increased we are still able to maintain lower without cutting any 

services.  
 
Councilman Detrick stated that the property taxes the citizens pay are not just 

Township, but that they are also County and Board of Education and if they go up, 



people’s taxes will go up even if we maintain. Mayor Patriarca reminded that the 
Board of Education’s taxes are going up 9% this year, so when you see that bill come 

in do not come to him yelling because he did raise taxes, but only a half a penny. 
Stated the $.09 is on the Board of Education but that the County and the Library 

stayed flat.  
 

Council President Burton questioned if we are interviewing for a Tax Collector. Mr. 
Hornickel advised that they were. Council President Burton thanked the Mayor for 
the presentation and stated that anyone going to the B.M.I.A. building will be well 

informed.  
  

 ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING, PUBLIC HEARING AND/OR 

 ADOPTION 

  
 ORDINANCE NO. 9-2022 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON AMENDING CHAPTER 
190 OF THE TOWNSHIP CODE, ENTITLED “ZONING”. The Public Hearing was held at this 

meeting and then the Ordinance was tabled until the May 4th meeting. .  

 
Council President Burton opened this portion of the meeting for public comment. Seeing no  
one wishing to be heard, this portion of the meeting was closed.  
 

Mr. Hornickel advised that ordinance was to minimize the clutter in the R80 and R96 zones.  
Stated that this was to stop the junking up of yards with trailers and boats and gets us to about  

90% to 95% of where we want to be. Noted that there was a detail that he had missed from 
the Planning Board and should he revisit this at a later point he will correct this in the future  

to be sure that these particular vessels stored on residential properties have valid registration  
certificates. Encouraged Council to approve this Ordinance to allow them to start enforcing it  
and cleaning up properties that are long overdue. Council President Burton advised that she 

 was at the Planning Board meeting and that there were many concerns brought up that were 
not heard previously. Stated she felt it would be a concern to adopt it tonight as they are  

trying to get an Ordinance that is addressing as much as they can. Commented that she is not 
sure they should adopt this until the changes and concerns are addressed for the residents.  

Mayor Patriarca stated he thought that Council was waiting on comments from the Planning 
Board in a letter they have yet to receive. Noted this was a summary letter of everything that  
had been discussed at the meeting and he is not sure why they have not sent it yet.  

 
Councilman Allen questioned if this included everything but one of the items they  

recommended. Mr. Hornickel stated that this addresses a number of the concerns from the  
Planning Board’s review and advised on which concerns. Noted that this allows people to  

have two sheds and two trailers in their backyard. Stated if we do not pass this we do not 
want to go in the direction that you can have three trailers and three sheds which will begin to 
cause other issues such as fire hazards. Commented that not passing this enables people to 

junk up their backyards and houses. Stated if they want him to come back with additional 
amendments, he will gladly due that but again encouraged them to approve this tonight. 

Council President Burton noted some of the concerns that the residents still had. Mr. 

Hornickel stated that there is no perfect answer on the RV size and that 36’ feet is a large RV. 

Stated that going beyond the 36’ feet makes it a bus. Noted that an 80’ foot by 100’ foot lot is 
100’ feet deep with the house typically set back 30’ feet and consumes 25’ feet maybe more 
leaving 40’ feet for a backyard. Commented that having a 36’ foot camper in the backyard 

leaves you parking right up against the house or back fence and you cannot access it. It was 
noted it has to be 10’ feet from the property line. The discussion continued on the size of RV’s 

and boats in comparison to the size of most properties and the amount of space left. Mayor 
Patriarca advised on some of the other concerns including the placement of some houses in 

the town being set further back leaving them with large front yards and small backyards. 
Stated he thinks the issues should be addressed by more than just the zone they are in but also 
their size. Mr. Hornickel advised this was addressed in sub-paragraph 11 in each of the 

sections. Mayor Patriarca stated that it is a shame that we have not received the letter yet. Mr. 
Bayer Stated that they closed the Public Hearing and could carry the vote to the next meeting 

if they wanted to wait on the letter. Councilman Detrick asked if a new Public Hearing would 
be required if there were changes based off of the letter. Mr. Bayer advised that there would  

need to be an advertisement and another public hearing but only on the changes. Council 
President Burton confirmed if the only thing not being addressed at this time was the vehicles 
not being registered. Mayor Patriarca explained that one of the discussions was that vehicles  

need to be registered, but that one of the issues was that if the vehicle is parked in the back  
yard it would be hard to identify because you cannot see the plate. Noted that one of the ideas  

was to apply for a sticker that could be placed on the vehicle so it could be seen. Councilman 
Gardner asked about putting the vehicle registrations on file with the Township. Mayor  



Patriarca stated that this was brought up. Mr. Hornickel stated that he did not see the  
perspective in this as right now people are permitted to have up to 2 vehicles in their yard that  

are not parked in a driveway and one vehicle can be completely inoperable as long as it is  
under a cover. Stated that this would mean different standards for boats and trailer than  

vehicles. Discussion ensued on how many boats in people’s yards have become extra storage. 
Councilman Detrick stated that the whole registering and sticker thing seems like an  

Administration nightmare to him. Stated it is hard enough trying to keep track of the dogs let  
alone every boat and RV. Councilman Allen stated that some of this would be addressed in  
the letter. Asked if this could be moved to the next meeting. Councilman Gardner questioned 

if there was information from the Planner about this. Council President Burton advised. Mr.  
Bayer advised that this would not require another advertisement unless there were changes.  

All of Council agreed to move the vote to the next meeting.  

 
Motion by Detrick and Gardner to table Ordinance 9-2022 until the May 4th meeting. Detrick,  

yes; Gardner, yes; Allen, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried.  
 

 ORDINANCES FOR INTRODUCTION 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 11-2022 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON, COUNTY OF 
BURLINGTON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY APPROVING THE AMENDED 
LAKEHURST ROAD REDEVELOPMENT PLAN 

  
Mr. Bayer advised that this was another zoning ordinance that had gone to the Pinelands 

and they had comments. Stated that the Planner incorporated those comments into the 
ordinance and this would be the amended redevelopment plan incorporating those 

comments. Councilman Detrick advised he had no objections to these amendments. 
Council President Burton agreed.  
 

Motion by Allen and Detrick to introduce Ordinance 11-2022 with a Public Hearing to be 
held at the May 4th meeting. Allen, yes; Detrick, yes; Gardner, yes; Burton, yes. Motion 

carried. It was later determined that the public hearing would need to be held at the May 18 th meeting to allow time for 

the Planning Board to review at their next meeting on May 5th, and was advertised for this date.   
 

REPORTS & COMMUNICATIONS      
a. Engineer’s Report dated 4/18/2022 – No comments. 

 

BILL LIST 
Approval by Council required for payment of vouchers on Bill List dated 4/14/2022. 

 
Motion by Gardner and Detrick to approve the Bill List. Gardner, yes; Detrick, yes; Allen, 

yes with the exception of any and all bills pertaining to the NJ State Police or the Attorney 
General's office; Burton, yes with the exception of any bills pertaining to the Prosecutors 

office on page 8. Motion carried. 

SOLICITOR'S REPORT: 

Mr. Bayer reported: Nothing to report.  

 

MAYOR'S AND/OR BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT: 

 

Mayor David Patriarca reported: Nothing to report.  

 

Daniel Hornickel reported: Nothing to report. 
 

COMMENTS BY COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
 

Council President Burton – Thanked all for coming out and thanked the Mayor for the 

Budget Presentation. Stated they are all trying to do their best and will see all in two weeks.  

 

Councilman Allen – Advised that the Burlington County Commissioners are hosting a free 
food distribution event, this Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at 695 Woodlane Road in 

Westampton and is first come first serve.  

 

Councilman Gardner – Promoted the Township YouTube page and the video for all to learn 

more about the sewer and the former PTMUA and how it was. Thanked all for coming out. 



Stated he hopes that those that came out and did not say anything during public comment got 
answers to their concerns. Stated if not they are here after the meeting to talk.  

 

Councilman Detrick – Commented that he had attended the Egg-a-thon last Saturday and it 
was a lot of fun. Stated that pictures with the Easter Bunny was only a small portion of the 

event as there was so much more going on. Noted that the kids had an especially good time 
and was another good collaboration by the Township and White Bogs. Thanked all for 

coming out and hoped all had a good holiday and a good week coming up. 
 

 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:22 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by, 

 
 

 
Sunshine Dashiell, RMC, Deputy Township Clerk 


